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sheind o Nameste, , Twitter % Germany is conducting 160k Covid-19 tests a week. It

Military helicopters spray pesticides against Coronavirus. . ) .
Today | wanna share something useful & effective for has a total 35k ventilators, 10k ordered to be made by

. . . . This 1s rumor! h Ith 1k hospital i
We define a comprehensive annotation schema for tweets, covering the e e T all of us the govt. It hes converted a new 1k bed hospital i
. . . GOOD NEWS!!! Wuhan's Corona virus can cure itself )
COVID-19 pandemic, that goes beyond factuality and potential to do harm. @ e by a bowl of freshly boiled garlic water.The old ChINeSe . yeath rate i tiny beos it's mass testing allows
i doctor proved its effectiveness.Many patients have quarantine and bcos it has fewer non reported cases.
AND SO THE ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE BEGINS.... MAKE READY YOUR also proven it to be effective.
Jd 1 » : | WEAPONS PEOPLE... 8:20 AM - Mar 11, 2020 - Twitter for Android
CLOVIAlY Iweels LabD Nnge e _ , o (d) bad cure (g) advice/discussion of action taken
Coronavirus: Huge queues as Americans panic buy guns amid virus
\ ru 0 outbreak | US Mews | Sky News O Think free
. . | f SwaggyPeterson TR
Please answer th e q uestions fo r th 1S tweet. L EU N E | @ BSwaggyPetersen My bady, my health. We don't need a killer like #BilGates telling us
-5 Alzng with Chinese food, |ta|i:.al.r11_=??;i s on the list of things | do not T ot 10 0ur Inteligence.
Dear @realDonaldTrump and @GOPLeader: FYI below. In a public health crisis, there is no room for close-minded thinking. e b L e oreeranymore seornais FHosE #NWO #5G #Agenda2) #D2020
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What we need are test kits. When are we going to get the testing capacity we need to adequately identify and constrain o T EHI\'ES-IJ!I.I.EI:TI]II.ES — — Think mv Coronavirus is
#COVID19? https://t.co/27xOQyLiiN (¢) xenophobic/racist/prejudices : g et
' L A 2:d 22 4 b & killer? Wait till | roll out
' - : " saren- ouyl . Afer weeks of the Federal Govemment dragging its feet on COVID-
Q1: Does the tweet contain a verifiable factual claim? ‘ e mtf;;ai; E%;n:;}u; admitted in front of the cameras he wants to

A verifiahle _ b LA B e En L iy AT - I B manipulate the measurement of the outbreak for his personal political
A verifiable factual claim is a sentence claiming that something is true, and this can be verified using factual, . . .
: 5 S If the Corona virus enters Spain benefit.

verifiable information such as statistics, specific examples, or personal testimony. He will enter from the Barcelona defense side
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ﬂ[ " sl bl (¢) joke (f) blaming/accusing the authorities (h) conspiracies

Please look at the embedded tweet and its associated media (if any) before answering the following questions

? Tediou e v Figure 2. Example tweets, which would be of potential interest to journalists,
US House candidate, CA-33 . . . o, o
- fact-checkers, social media platforms, policy makers, government entities,
and the society as a whole.

Dear @realDonaldTrump and @GOPLeader: FY| below.

In a public health crisis, there is no room for close-minded
thinking. What we need are test kits. When are we going to
get the testing capacity we need to adequately identify
and constrain #C0OVID19?

) Kyle Griffin @ @kylegriffint Ca I I to Arm S

The director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said
that attaching Chinese to a description of the coronavirus was wrong
after both Trump and the top House Republican were accused of

racism for labeling it. wapo.st/39GreEy We invite everyone to join our crowdsourcing annotation efforts and to
12:38 AM - Mar 11, 2020 ® label some new tweets, thus supporting the fight against the COVID-19
O 43K O 15K people are Tweeting about this infodemic. We will make all such annotations public at:

Q2: To what extent does the tweet appear to contain false information?

The stated claim may contain false information. False Information appears on social media platforms, https -//glth u b CO m/fl rOIa Ia m/COVI D_19_tweets_fo r_ch eC k_WO rth | neSS
blogs, and news-articles to deliberately misinform or deceive the readers. [: : - -

1. NO, definitely contains no false info 2. NO, probably contains no false info 3. notsure 4. YES, probably contains false info

As of now, we focus on English and Arabic tweets, but we plan extensions
for other languages in the future. Here is the annotation link for English:

Q3: Will the tweet have an effect on or be of interest to the general public?
Most often people do not make interesting claims, which can be verified by our general knowledge. For

example, "Sky is blue" is a claim, however, it is not interesting to the general public. In general, topics such

o tmaliy b ol eewemsarich i nge e ek vt e cf igariberast o thaparmcel gblic https://micromappers.qgcri.org/project/covid19-tweet-labelling/
(Rero ore)
1. NO, definitely not of interest 2. NO, probably not of interest 3. not sure 4. YES, probably of interest 5. YES, definitely of interest . . . .
‘ And here is the annotation link for Arabic:

Q4: To what extent is the tweet harmful to the society/person(s)/company(s)/product(s)?

l'he purpose of this question is to determine if the content of the tweet aims to and can negatively affect the

society as a whole, specific person(s), company(s), product(s) or spread rumors about them. https ://micro ma ppers. qcri . Org/prOieCt/COVid 19_a ra bic_tweet_la bel | i ng/

[ 1. NO, definitely not harmful 2. NO, probably not harmfu [ 3. not sure 4.YES, probably harmful 5. YES, definitely harmfu

Q5: Do you think that a professional fact-checker should verify the claim in the tweet?

] L]
It is important to verify a factual claim by a professional fact-checker, which can cause harm to the society, Expe rl m e nts a n d Eva I u at l o n

specific person(s), company(s), product(s) or government entities. However, not all factual claims are

important or worthwhile to be fact-checked by a professional fact-checker as it is a time-consuming

procedure. :J . .
* SVM with TF-IDF weighted word N-grams, N €{1,2,3}

Q6: Is the tweet harmful for the society and why? * FastText with word and character based n-gram embeddings
The purpose of this question is to categorize if the content of the tweet is intended to harm the society or

weaponized to mislead the society l i | ® B E R I

NO, not harmful NO, joke or sarcasm YES, panic YES, xenophobic, racist, prejudices or hate-speech YES, bad cure YES, rumor or conspiracy

YES, other not sure EngliSh Al‘abic

Q7: Do you think that this tweet should get the attention of a government entity?

Question  Maj. SVM  FI'  BERT Ma;. SVM FT mBERT

I'he information contained in the tweet might be useful for any government entity to make a plan, respond

or react on it. It is important to note that not all information requires attention for a government entity.

O o s iaiand el Akl vl ] Ql 456 648 728 37.6 | 502 729 744  38.1

— —— — _ — Q2 426 411 440 485 | 272 433 474 428
NO, not interesting YES, categorized as in question 6 YES, blame authorities YES, contains advice YES, calls for action YES, discusses action taken Q3 43 . 8 4 1 7 48.3 57.6 3 82 49.1 83.1 27 0
Q4 194 415 355 416 | 31.8 564 544 437
QS5 213 376 376 504 | 222 574 712  59.0

. .. : : Q6 52.6 504 539 §57.2 61.5 68.6 793 40.9
Figure 1. An annotationillustration —answering Yes for Q1 reveals Q2-Q7 Q7 49 1 586 578 54.6 640 691 757 66.3

with their respective answers

Average 39.2 48.0 350.0 56.8 42.1 59.5 70.2 52.5

Acknowledgments Table 1: Results for English and Arabic (weighted F1). Maj. is the majority

class baseline, and FT stands for FastText. The results that improve over the
majority class baseline are shown in bold, and the best result for each
guestion and language is underlined.

This research is part of the Tanbih project, which aims to limit the impact of
disinformation, "fake news", propaganda and media bias by making users
aware of what they are reading.
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